Hello, Juniors!
Your summer assignment is to read Blood Relations by Canadian playwright Sharon Pollock. The text is linked on the Signature School website.*
This is a play about the historical figure Lizzie Borden, a New Englander accused of murdering her parents in the early 1900s. The Borden murders and Lizzie’s trial were widely covered by the U.S. press, making it one of the country’s first national “true crime” stories.
It will help you to have some background on the case before reading the play. Please watch on YouTube the 18-minute Biographics video entitled “Lizzie Borden: A Real Life Axe Murderer,” linked here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xU5Hk-mFi9Y
Plays are meant to be seen, not read, but in IB Literature we focus on the written word. When you read a play, you must read carefully the cast list and all stage directions (usually in italics) in addition to the dialogue, as these can provide important clues for interpreting the setting and characters. Try to imagine the set design, action, and dialogue. You could even act it out with a friend or two for fun! 
As you read this play, think about Pollock’s portrayal of Lizzie and her circumstances. What are some of her character traits? What motivates her?  What is her family life like? Why did Pollock choose to have The Actress perform scenes from Lizzie’s life in an effort to learn the truth? Take a few notes on these questions, and return to school ready to discuss Blood Relations. 
We will have a test over the YouTube video and the play on your first day back. (Not a “gotcha” on exact details test, but a multiple choice test on basic info and plot points to ensure you did your work.)
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*We have written permission from the author to reprint the play for classroom use, and she provided us with the pdf linked on the school’s website.
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